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Instructions to Teachers/Tutors and/or Invigilators

The Pearson Set Assignment will be assessed internally by the centre using the unit 
assessment criteria detailed in the qualification specification. The assignment will be 
sampled by the Standards Verifier as part of the standards verification annual centre visit.

Conditions of supervision

The Pearson Set Assignment should be undertaken in conditions that assure the 
authenticity of outcome.

The Pearson Set Assignment should be completed in sessions that come to a total of 
90 hours. The assessment period starts once the Pearson Set Assignment has been 
distributed to learners. Teachers/tutors are responsible for security of the Pearson Set 
Assignment and materials in order to ensure authentication.

Learners will undertake work outside of the classroom, which may include:
• research, investigation and observational studies
• sourcing of assets and materials
• ideas generation, development and refining ideas
• selecting and presenting work in a portfolio format.

Teachers/tutors must authenticate learners’ work and materials as independent work 
created or sourced by the learner.

Learners must produce the final outcome in lesson time. It is recommended that you 
allow 15 hours for Activity 2, which can be taken over a number of weeks.

Outcomes for submission

The submission is a portfolio created in Activity 3. It should include a carefully presented 
selection of work from throughout the Pearson Set Assignment in the most suitable 
format. Learners are not expected to submit all of the work from Activity 1. The selection 
of work should demonstrate their ability against each of the five common assessment 
criteria, and must include:

• key aspects of the creative process from Activity 1: Personal investigation
• the final outcome(s) from Activity 2.

Learners may submit handwritten, handmade or digital evidence. Portfolios of work 
can be submitted in whatever physical or digital format that is most appropriate to the 
work produced.

Learners must submit their own, independent work as detailed in the Pearson Set 
Assignment. Each learner must complete an authentication sheet.
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Learners will be assessed on their ability to demonstrate how they have:
• Informed ideas - research, investigation and critical analysis skills used to 

develop ideas for a personal response.
• Solved problems - experimentation, testing and review used to make  

considered choices.
• Applied technical skill - selection and application of media, materials, 

techniques and processes relevant to the investigation.
• Demonstrated professional practice - the use of professional skills and 

approaches used to manage and inform personal response(s).
• Communicated - communication of meaning, purpose or function of  

personal response(s).

Each of these assessment criteria have equal weighting.
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Instructions to Learners

Read the Set Assignment carefully.

You will be asked to carry out specific activities using the information provided. You will 
be given a specific time period to complete the assignment.

At all times you must work independently and must not share your work with other 
learners. You must complete an authentication sheet and submit this along with your work.

Your teacher/tutor may clarify the wording that appears in this assignment but cannot 
provide any guidance on completion of the activities.

You will have approximately 90 hours to complete the Pearson Set Assignment:
• 60 hours for personal investigation (Activity 1)
• 15 hours of supervised time for the personal response(s) (Activity 2)
• 15 hours for the presentation of investigation (Activity 3).

Plan your time carefully to allow for preparation, development and the portfolio for 
submission during the supervised period, including:

• research, investigation and observational studies
• sourcing of assets and materials
• ideas generation, development and refining ideas
• selecting and presenting work in a portfolio format.

You must produce the final outcome in lesson time. It is recommended that you spend 
15 hours on Activity 2, which can be taken over a number of weeks.

Outcomes for submission

The submission should include a carefully presented selection of work from throughout 
the Pearson Set Assignment in the most suitable format. You are not expected to submit 
all of the work from Activity 1. The selection of work should demonstrate your ability 
against each of the five common assessment criteria indicated at the end of the Pearson 
Set Assignment, and must include:

• key aspects of the creative process from Activity 1: Personal investigation
• the final outcome(s) from Activity 2
• submission in any physical or digital format most suitable for the work.

You may submit handwritten, handmade or digital evidence.

Portfolios of work can be submitted in whatever physical or digital format that is most 
appropriate to your work produced.

You must submit your own, independent work as detailed in the Pearson Set Assignment. 
You must complete an authentication sheet.
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Set Assignment Information

Topic: Growth
• The process of increasing in size
• Something that has grown or is growing

Growth means an increase in quantity over time. Growth can be physical, for 
example in height, size, or an accumulation of money or property; or abstract, such 
a system becoming more complex or an organism becoming more mature. It implies 
development, from the time of emergence or birth to the time of maturity and for many 
species, beyond maturity to eventual deterioration or death.

There are many ways to define the idea of growth. An industry, organisation, market or 
idea may grow in size, wealth, or importance. Personal growth is the advancement of an 
individual’s character, or emotional and intellectual development. Growth in a person, 
animal, or plant is the process of increasing in physical size and development, through 
cell division, and controlled by hormones.

Growth is a natural thing and important to our survival. Mental growth and change are 
vital to our personal health, allowing us to be more accomplished, better at our jobs, 
or more fulfilled. Economic growth allows people to acquire more goods and services, 
potentially improving their quality of life.

But growth may not always have a positive impact. Individuals, companies or nations 
that grow too powerful may result in others losing out. Unsustainable growth can result 
in harm to the natural environment, sometimes with catastrophic consequences.

When advertising products, items or environments, they are often portrayed as 
supporting growth for consumers or wider society, such as personal, status or financial 
growth, enabling the items to be marketed more effectively.

Creative practitioners past and present have explored the concept of growth, in order to 
better understand our world. Some have explored growth in terms of the natural world, or 
playing with ideas of scale and size. Others use their creative work to explore - or critique - 
the idea of growth related to economies, communities, human society or individual wealth.

You should consider the topic of growth carefully and:
• investigate historical and contemporary work related to the topic, practically  

and critically
• make connections between the topic and wider contexts such as historical, social, 

economic, political, geographic, cultural, relationship to other relevant work
• explore development of personal response(s) to the topic
• create personal response(s) in line with the investigation
• present your investigation and personal response(s) in the most suitable physical 

or digital format.

Note: your investigation intentions must be agreed with the tutor before undertaking it, 
in order to ensure it will meet the requirements of the Pearson Set Assignment.
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Set Assignment

You must complete ALL activities.

ACTIVITY 1 – Personal investigation
Suggested time – 60 hours

Investigation of the topic. You should:
• investigate historical and contemporary work related to the topic practically  

and theoretically
• make connections between the topic and wider contexts such as historical, social, 

economic, political, geographic, cultural, relationship to other relevant work
• explore development of personal response(s) to the topic.

Note: you should document key aspects of the activity to use in Activity 3: Presentation 
of investigation.

ACTIVITY 2 – Personal response(s)
Suggested time – 15 hours

Create your personal response(s) in any specialism.

Art, design or media work does not have to be presented in its final form. However, it 
should demonstrate a clear representation of what the final work would look like. In this 
case, it is likely that the work is presented in a draft format related to the specialism, such 
as a finished visual, prototype, model, rough-cut, alpha, sample or mock-up.

Note: you should document key aspects of the activity to use in Activity 3: Presentation 
of investigation.

ACTIVITY 3 – Presentation of investigation
Suggested time – 15 hours

Create a portfolio of work that is organised and presented in the most appropriate 
physical or digital format to reflect the qualities of the investigation.

The portfolio of work should demonstrate your ability against each of the five common 
assessment criteria, indicated at the end of the Pearson Set Assignment, including:

• selected aspects of the creative process from Activity 1: Personal investigation
• the final outcome from Activity 2: Personal response(s), including the production.

Note: you do not need to document the production of the portfolio in the portfolio itself.


