
                  

 

Film Stylo 

 

Instructions: https://bit.ly/34Jfn6Y 

 

Write a short essay (300-500 words) based on one of the following prompts: 

● How I Stay Active at Home 

● My Daily Routine 

● My Homeschooling Experience 

● My Favorite Spot at Home 

● Views from My Home 

● Welcome to My Home 

● What I Eat at Home 

 

 

Prompt: 

IT DOESN’T MATTER WHICH ONE I PICK because I’m just going to use it as a 

starting point. What I’m REALLY writing about is Covid 19 and a very personal take on 

the current situation.  Unless you have a passion for one of these things (cooking, or 

exercise, or whatever) then just choose the one which seems most engaging after 11 

seconds’ thought. Bearing in mind that I am going to produce a film to accompany 

this, though, I think I might go with the obviously visual one – ‘Views from My Home.’ 

 

Essay: 

 

I need to plan this. Don’t think about 300-500 words; think about 5-6 paragraphs 

of 60-80 words. Maybe start with: 

 

1. My situation  

(‘I am a 14 year old girl. I live in Hong Kong. I have been on lockdown, 

more or less, since the start of February. I live in a flat on the thirteenth 

floor of a building in Kowloon, one of the world’s most densely populated 

places. I live with my parents and my sister. I have a dog called Fredo. I 

think I’m coping pretty sell with the lockdown, although there are times 

https://bit.ly/34Jfn6Y


 

when I really miss the things I have lost – sports, hanging out with friends, 

going out whenever I want to, eating at restaurants.) 

2. My location: 

Where do you spend most of your time? Bedroom? Describe it – 

colours, arrangement, lighting, objects. (‘I spend most of my time in my 

bedroom. I’m lucky to have a room to myself. It’s pretty messy – clothes 

chucked over the chair, childhood toys still stacked up on shelves. There 

is one window which floods the room with light and heart in the morning. 

The walls are white so although the room is pretty small, it’s bright and 

cheerful. My family knows this is my space; they don’t come in here 

much.’ Note, the addition of small personal details makes everything more 

interesting.) 

3. Get to the point! In this case, ‘Views from My Home.’ 

What can you see? 

- Industrial areas – factories, harbours 

- Natural areas – forests, beaches 

- Commercial areas – shops, restaurants 

- Remember the views from other rooms… 

- Uninspired? Be cheeky and expand it to what you can hear… 

4. What has changed. If anything? 

- Fewer people 

- Less traffic 

- Clearer skies 

- Empty buildings (“Their windows darkened like blinded eyes.” Get 

poetic!) 

- Less noise 

- Fewer planes 

- Fewer people (‘Hong Kong is hibernating…’) 

5. Make a personal link to all of this: (THIS IS THE POWERFUL PART!) 

- My school is one of those closed buildings… I miss my friends and my 

Media teacher… 



 

- My mum works in an office building like the one over there and she’s 

really worried about losing her job… 

- The pollution has nearly disappeared – Mother Nature is recovering 

- There are so few planes; did people really need to travel that much? 

- Hong Kong is famous for being busy and active – it feels like it’s dying. 

6 Conclude; clearly and powerfully express an opinion 

- The way HK has handled the outbreak is amazing 

- I fear that a whole generation of HK youth is suffering severe 

psychological trauma 

- The world will be healthier and better after this 

- I appreciate my family more 

- I have learned that I need company 

- I have learned that I am perfectly happy to spend a lot of time by 

myself 

- I am terrified for the future 

 

Finally – check it. Check it for spelling and punctuation and paragraphs and all 

that jazz, sure, but really check it for TONE and LANGUAGE. 

 

If your conclusion is gloomy make sure the WHOLE THING leads up to that tone.  

 

Get poetic! Similes, metaphors, alliteration, onomatopoeia, synaesthesia (look it 

up…) 

 

Be visual! You’re going to be storyboarding this soon and it helps if you’ve 

already thought about what your essay ‘looks’ like. 


