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SET UP DOCUMENT 

Don’t just drag the image onto a blank canvas, otherwise PhotoShop has no idea what size you want 

your document to be in. We normally work in A3 size for printing – see pixel settings below. Click OK 

THEN drag the image on and resize. 

 

 

Let’s work towards making a simple magazine cover 

like the one on the left. You should already have the 

source files (get them here if not.) 

This is not difficult, and by the end of it you will know 

how to: 

 Set up documents 

 Place images 

 Remove and replace backgrounds 

 Add and edit text with adjustment layers 

 Duplicate, resize, and adjust images 

 Edit images 

 Select and change colour ranges 

 Export images 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1SEa6PR1GDmfX9F7IJWfRPFmMvFMhww9f?usp=sharing
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MAKE SURE YOU CAN SEE LAYERS 

Go to your Window menu in Photoshop and make sure ‘Layers’ is selected. You need to be able to 

see your layers or you’re doomed. 

 

REMOVE THE BACKGROUND 

  

 

ADD THE OTHER BACKGROUND 

Drag in the blue background image (or any other suitable image you want), stretch it out to cover 

the canvas, and make sure it is behind the girl. That is, make sure the layer is below the layer with 

the girl on it in your layer menu. Just drag it to make it right. 

ADD THE TEXT 

Hit the ‘T’ in your tools menu. Wherever you click, there you type. Don’t click randomly because it 

will create a new layer every time you do. Title your magazine. Add other text if you want but the 

title will probably do for now. A nice clean sans-serif font like Orator might be a good start. 

 

While you’re in the text tool, you can change size, colour, weight and so on with the controls at the 

top of the screen. When you choose colour controls in Photoshop, and you them move the cursor 

The background is too busy so use the Quick Select 

tool to outline the girl. (This will take a little while. For 

example, you will probably select the gap between her 

body and her arm. You can deselect parts of it by 

holding down alt while moving the cursor. 

 

Once you have acurately selected her, go to the select 

menu, open it, and choose ‘Inverse.’ (You actually 

want everything EXCEPT the girl selected. Then press 

delete. If it says ‘The object is not directly editable’, 

right click on the layer in your layer menu and choose 

‘Rasterize layer.’ Then try again. 
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onto the image, an eyedropper will appear. This allows you to use exact shades that are already in 

the image; this is a good idea for most designs where you only want to use a few colours. Probably 

best to stick with white for now though. 

 

Ok – font is fine, size is right, bu tit’s a bit flat. You might like this, but you can adjust it by using 

adjustment layers. With the text layer selected, go to layer menu and hover on ‘Layer style.’ Select 

‘drop shadow.’ You’ll get this dialogue box. 

  

Adjust distance, spread and size until it looks the way you want it to. (Tip; don’t overdo it.) Then go 

back to ‘layer style’ and see what else you can do – the one in the image has inner glow, inner 

shadow, bevel and emboss and a drop shadow. (Check the photoshop file if you want to see exact 

settings for any part of this.) 

While you’re at it, try applying a drop shadow to the picture of the girl. Same process, just make sure 

you have selected the layer with her on it. 

DUPLICATE A LAYER 
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EXPORT 

If you have added all your text and arranged things the way you like it, go to ‘File’ and “Save as’. 

Choose ‘Format’ and pick ‘JPEG.’ Give it a sensible name and location and save it. Done! 

Right click on the layer with the girl on it. Choose ‘duplicate layer.’ Nake 

sure your NEW layer is selceted, then grab the handle on the side and 

drag it over to flip it. (Holding ‘shift’ down stops you from destroying 

the perspective.) Then maje it bigger so we can see her face. Position it 

as it is in the guide image. Then you need to make it see-through; look 

at the layer menu, notice the ‘opacity’ control at the top – slide it until 

you’re happy.  

 

While you’re in the layers menu, look at the little half-filled-circle icon at 

the bottom – Fill and Adjustment layers. Open that up. Choose ‘Hue and 

Saturation.’ Play with the controls and see what happens. If you just 

want to change one colour – eg her dress – go into ‘select’ , choose 

‘colour range’ and have fun! 

 


