
 
RESEARCH PLAN 

Context 

Struggling to compete against other streaming services, Netflix have put out a call for a new 8-part 

series aimed primarily, though not necessarily exclusively, at a mid-teen audience. Having had huge 

success with Stranger Things, they are very open to hybrid genre pieces to replace that show since it 

is losing audience share. However, since more recent shows like Ginny and Georgia and Euphoria 

are trending strongly, they are also keen to see ideas for school/ family-based dramas. 

STAGE 1 – SECONDARY RESEARCH 

We need to find out what shows are popular amongst the teenage audience. In the first instance, we 

will conduct secondary research to find out what work already exists in this area. We will search 

online sources, including academic databases and traditional paper-based sources, to find what is 

useful. This triangulated approach will ensure we gather a range of qualitative and quantitative 

data. 

SOURCE TYPE OF DATA NOTES 

Telltalesonline.com Qualitative (based on IMDB 
reviews) 

IMDB reviews; lots of 
responses. Good overview of 
preferences. These are not 
specifically teen-oriented 
shows, though. 

Complex.com Quantitative (viewing figures, 
based on hours actually 
watched) 

Show are not specifically 
aimed at teens. Only covers 
Netflix. 

Researchgate.net Quantitative, statistical Difficult to see preferences by 
age but gives indication of 
preferred forms and genres 

Nielsen.com Qualitative and quantitative Long report; executive 
summary gives useful 
overview. 

 

 

STAGE 2 - PRIMARY RESEARCH 

Now that we have a sense of what other researchers have found out, we need to move towards 

exploring our own ideas by conducting our own research. 

TEXTUAL ANALYSIS 

It makes sense to familiarize ourselves with the codes and conventions of teen dramas and posters 

since that is what we have been commissioned to make. The brief mentioned certain shows so we 

could start with those. But we need to look elsewhere, beyond Netflix and beyond the USA, to get a 

more comprehensive view of what is popular.  

Stranger Things trailer and promo posters 

https://www.telltalesonline.com/27957/popular-tv-series/
https://www.complex.com/pop-culture/most-watched-netflix-shows-right-now/you-season-2
https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Television-programme-preferences-of-teenagers_tbl1_353885115
https://www.nielsen.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2019/04/How-Teens-Use-Media.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mnd7sFt5c3A
https://www.google.com/search?q=stranger+things+promo+poster&rlz=1C1GCEU_enHK944HK944&oq=stranger+things+promo+poster&aqs=chrome..69i57.6693j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on


 
Ginny and Georgia trailer and promo posters 

We Are Ladyparts trailer and promo posters 

 

AUDIENCE RESEARCH 

We need to directly approach members of our audience to assess their preferences. We will do this 

in a number of ways (triangulation.) We will use a questionnaire to gather primarily qualitative data 

from as wide a range of sources as possible. We will then run at least one focus group, possible with 

a segmented sample from our wider group of respondents to get more subjective, qualitative data. 

 

We will present the quantitative data as a series of tables with explanations; we will record the focus 

groups and present what we learn as a written summary or as an oral presentation as part of our 

final pitch. 

 

SUMMARY 

We have gathered both qualitative and quantitative data, and we have researched the texts 

themselves, the current state of the market and the audience. This means the final report should be 

wide-ranging and well supported with various forms of data, and our conclusions should be firmly 

supported. 
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